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SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 


No. 2. 
ADDRESS TO THE FRIENDS OF HUMANITY IN FRANCE, 


WE have said that liberty will shortly be borne to 250,000 slaves 
in the eolonies of France. There are, indeed, cheering indica- 
tions, some of which we have noticed, that the enemies of the 
negro, too long dominant in the councils of nations, can now do 
little to retard the triumph of a cause which is continually gain- 
ing strength, and which can only be seriously injured by the mis- 
takes, the supineness, or the timidity of its friends. 

The slavery which now exists is shortly to be abolished by law 
in the French colonies ; but in what manner? Shall it be by the 
substitution of a system having any affinity to that errone- 
ously called apprenticeship, which was established in our colonies 
in ns agree to the Pd and intelligent wishes of the British 
people, and destroyed by their merited indignation? Will the 
one of France, untaught by the lessons of experience, 

ecide to adopt the errors into which the parliament of England, 
warped from the # spre of wisdom and duty by the voice of the 
lanters, were unhappily led ; or, will they give that immediate 
iberty which has been attended with such complete success in 
Antigua; and which the assembly of Jamaica would have con- 
ferred, instead of establishing the system of apprenticeship in 
that island, had they not been advised to do otherwise by a per- 
son then high in authority in the colony ? 

We believe the solution of the questions we have proposed 
depends greatly upon the course which shall shortly be adopted 
by those who are, or who may be regarded as the representatives 
of the negro in France. Theirs, is indeed, a position of great and 
almost unspeakable importance at the present moment. 

We have been led to make these remarks, after having read with 
feelings of deep uneasiness the eighteenth number of a publication, 
issued by the French Society for the Abolition of Slavery, con- 
taining instructions issued on the 18th of July last, by the then 
minister of marine, to the governors of the French slave colonies, 
and the report of a commission appointed by the king of France 
on the subject of the abolition of slavery, over which the Duke 
de Broglie presided. 

We propose briefly to refer to some p s contained in this 
publication ; but may previously observe, that there have been 
made by the pro-slavery party, during a long course of years, 
reiterated and positive statements, which too long imposed upon 
the judgments of those who really wished to terminate the 
wrongs and injustice inseparable from a system of coerced and 
uncompensated labour. Among these statements may be cited 
the asserted destruction of the whites, in the event of freedom 
being bestowed upon the negros, together with a general abandon- 
ment of labour on the plantations. It was also predicted that a 
state of almost universal licentiousness (then indeed prevalent 
would result from so rash a course, crimes fearfully increase, an 
the new freemen degenerate into brutal savages, 

How com wage ave all these predictions been falsified by the 
actual results of emancipation in the British colonies ! Where, 
among more than 700,000 who were lately slaves, has one act of 
violence been committed on a white man? Have the newly eman- 
cipated freemen evinced a disposition to idleness, where they have 
been fairly and kindly treated? Have marriages among them 
diminished or greatly increased What is the report of crime, and 
what of education (almost unknown under slavery, and greatly 
impeded under the apprenticeship) ; and is or is not religion more 
than ever respected and obeyed by these shamefully calumniated 
tion of facts, principally as furnished by official documents, that a4 
most satisfactory reply may be given to each of these questions. 





Will not, then, the people of France, her $tatesmen and those 





who stand in the responsible situation of the friends of the negro, 
dare to be just towards those who have too long ed under an 
iniquitous and intolerable oppression? We look to the measures 
which are about to be taken in France with no common interest, 


0] and it is our earnest desire that a large measure of wisdo: 


energy, and decision may mark the conduct of all who 

in the front of the battle, or in any part of its ranks. Not 
one friend of the negro should be sleeping at the present critical 
moment when a false step may possibly retard for years (how 
long under a grievous servitude!) the reasonable wishes and 
expectations of the French bondmen ; and may present to other 
countries a pernicious example, instead of one worthy of bei 
imitated in the approaching proclamation of freedom through- 
out the world. 

We may now frankly remark, that we regret to find in the 
correspondence to which we have alluded, and in the report of 
the royal commission, the importance which appears to be 
attached to the information sought from the colonial councils. 
We recollect the remark made, many years since, by the late 
illustrious Wilberforce, that the colonial party see subjects con- 
nected with the slavery question through a West Indian atmo- 
sphere, which strangely perverts their vision, and continually leads 
* 05 to make representations wholly at variance with truth. We 
fully concur in this sentiment, and confess that we feel little 
confidence in suggestions emanating from those who have been 
familiarised to the evils and cruelty of slavery. It is too true, 
as our poet Thomson has said 


‘¢ Vice is a monster of such horrid mien, 
That to be hated needs but to be seen ; 

Yet seen too oft, familiar with her face, 
We first endure, then pity, then embrace!” 


We regret, also, that it is by some distinguished individuals 
deemed needful to grant an indemnification to the planters for 
losses that will probably never be sustained; as abundant proof 
exists that emancipation in general only transfers the value of the 
slave, or a greater value, to the land where the new freeman is 
treated with justice and proper consideration. Much more should 
we regret, profound indeed would be our grief, if the present 
bondman should be retained as such, under any system that 
ingenuity, ill applied in our humble apprehension, could possibly 
suggest. 

here is no effectual protection for the negro, especially in coun- 
tries long cursed by the spirit and practice of a cruel despotism, 
except in entire freedom, subject only to the infliction of punish- 
ment for the violation of laws equally framed for the protection 
of every portion of the community. 

The English system of apprenticeship, to which we have alread 
referred, is a proved failure, and we will say little on this point. 
except that, in every colony in which it came into operation, a very 
large amount of punishment was inflicted. This took place, not- 
wit ding a committee of the house of commons, appointed to 
examine its working, report that, in Jamaica, to which their atten- 
tion was confined, and which contained “more than” one-third 
of the apprentice-population, “in the evidence which they have 
received, they find abundant proof of the general good con- 
duct of the apprentices, and of their willingness to work for 
wages whenever they are fairly and considerately treated by their 
employers. It is, indeed, fully proved, that “the labour thus 
voluntarily performed by the negro is more effective than that 
which was obtained from him while in a state of slavery, or which 
is now given to his employer during the time for which he is com- 
pelled to work as an sp wha gl 

It may be worthy of remark, that a new and severe punishmen 
by a treadmill of a torturing construction, was first ado; 
during the period of the apprenticeship. A coun to this 
conduct, if indeed it should ever become law, may be found in 
the following passage in the instructions to the French colonial 
governors, which is preceded by these memorable words ; “ The 
government will wish that the black be always punished severely 
in every case of neglect of his obligations.” Can this be the lan- 

e of a French minister to the governors of the French West 
india colonies, and that of Bourbon? But we — cite many not 
less objectionable. “I have only to add on this last point an 
important instruction. The intention of the government.is to 
establish a place of transportation, in order to a there blacks 
whose bad conduct would trouble the public order, or wh 
by incorrigible habits of idleness and vagabondage, rs 
become a burden and even a danger to colonial society. This 
punishment will be consequently included in the work to be 
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. Wema however, that it will be seldom adopted. 

greater part trae davis of our colonies are born there ; 
others have found there a new country ; and doubtless the fear 
only of foreign transportation will be adapted to prevent the great- 
est number of faults of a grave character, which such a penalty 


would be destined to 

It appears to us a of the slaves by the French 
ent, and letting out their labour, differs little, if at all, 
the ae ge (sar yun system in its general character ; 
especially, i their forced services be secured to the planter for a 
fixed period. It would, in addition, have this highly objectionable 
that it would place the French nation more conspicuously 
than it appears at present, in the odious position of a slave-holder. 
We advisedly use the expression more conspicuously, because the 
French government at present retains slaves of the domain, appa- 
rently in deference to colonial wishes, constantly opposed to the 

introduction of liberty to the negro. 

We have lately been informed, that the managers of slaves in 
Cuba, too much Tite those in other countries in the same vem ove 
ment, are generally immoral, cruel, and destitute of all principle. 
They, in consequence, continually act in a manner opposed to the 
interest of their employers ; these however, retain their services, 
because they can only exchange them for others of a similar 
character. ‘Very similar would be thefsituation of the mis-called 
emancipated French slaves, under the system we are considering. 
It would be of little use for them to change their master, when 
this would only be to exchange one tyrant for another: Very 
different would be the case under freedom, when a proper consider- 
ation for the long abused negro would be partially secured at least, 
by the importance of thus retaining their services. 

t appears to us very remarkable, that those who recommend the 
intermediate state, by whatever name it may be designated, do not 
advert more frequently to the idle and profligate character of the 
white population, which might be adduced as a ground for placing 
them in a transition state, and which certainly disqualifies them 
for being entrusted with the power which slavery, whatever sup- 
posed modification may be associated with it, confers. 
~ Weare grieved that it should be pro that the slave should 
purchase, either wholly or in part, his own freedom ; a course 
which we must be permitted to characterize as wholly derogatory 
to the character of a great, a generous, or a just people. 

‘We might say much more on the topics em in the docu- 
ments sh review, including that which relates to the forced 
apprenticeship of children, to which some of the remarks already 
made will apply ; but we have wished rather to state our general 
opinions, than to comment on the many points brought under 
notice in the publication before us. 

Frenchmen, and especially those among you distinguished for 
wisdom, virtue, and religion, be not content to destroy the out- 
works of slavery, but carry your holy warfare into its citadel ; 
thus will you obtain the warm approbation of the friend of the 
slave in other lands, the sincerest gratitude of 250,000 of your long 
and deeply injured fellow-subjects, and perform a duty impera- 
tively required by the solemn obligations of justice and religion. 
This me coal indeed regard as one of the most cheering signs of the 
times in which we live, a bright presage of universal emancipation. 


*,* We hope shortly to be able tostate that the Results of Emancipation, 
in course of preparation, is completed. We have lying by us some deeply 
interesting works published in foreign countries within the last few years, 
devoted wholly or in part to the advocacy of the rights of the slave. We 
hope to be able to make extracts from some of these shortly, but may in 
the mean time commend to those who may have an opportunity of pro- 
curing them the following :— 

Memoria analyticé a’ cerea do commercio d’eserava e a’ cerea dos 
malles da eseravi dao domestica por F. L. CB. pp. 142. Rio de Janeiro. 
Typ. Commercial. Fiuminenti. 1837. 

ratado de legislacion or exposicion de las leyis jenerales con arreglo a 
las cuales prosperan, decaen o se estancan los pueblos, por Carlos Comte, 
traducida de la segunda edicion por A. B.—5 vols. 12 mo.—Barcelona.— 
A. Berenes. 1837. 

Mi préméra pregunta. La abolicion del comercio de esclavos Africanos 
arruinar’é 6 atrasara la agricultura Cubaba? Dedicada 4 los hacendados 
de la Isla de Cuba por su compatriota Jose Antonio Saco. pp. 39.—Madrid 
—Marce ino Carero, 1837. 





ALTERATION OF THE SUGAR DUTIES. 


TuE following memorial has been presented to government by the 
Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society :-— 


To the Right Honorable Lord Viscount Melbourne, &c., &c., &c. 


My Lorv,—The rumoured intention of her rx ’s government 
to lower the duties on the tins productions of the British colonies, 
and to make such other gements as shall admit the produce 
of slave as well as free labour into the British market, havi 
come under the consideration of the Committee of the British oa 
Foreign Anti-slavery Society, they venture respectfully to lay the 
result of their deliberations on the subject before your lordship, 
That the question of the reduction of duties is deemed one of 
ae eb eoaps may be inferred from the amount of public atten- 
ion which has for some time past been given to it, both in and out 
ae oe She one hand it is asserted, that the welfare of 
the country | » bu 
the mercantile and manufacturing interests, peremptorily requires 
the reduction ; bie on the other hand, it is contended, that any 
such reduction would be destructive of an immense amount of 
capital invested in the colonies, that their cultivation, as a conse- 


- 
¢ 


t especially of the labouring classes, and of | still 


quence, must be abandoned, and the topos market they now 
afford to the manufacturer and the merchant be altogether closed. 
To the government, therefore, the subject must have been one 
of difficulty, if not of embarrassment ; pressed as it has-been on 
their attention by parties of opposite views and conflicting claims. 
The committee conceive, however, whilst the expectations of 
those who advocate the reduction of duties as to the anticipated 
results of the measure are unduly raised, the fears of those who 
— it are as unduly pe ssi No doubt, the immediate 

ect of the contemplated reduction would be to lower the price 
of colonial produce in the British market, as it would bring the 
cheaper produce of Cuba and Brazil into competition with it ; but 
that it would materially increase the rts of manufactured 
goods to either of those countries may be hairly questioned, since 
that, the committee apprehend, must depend upon the increase of 
population, and the general distribution of wealth amongst the 
community—a thing which can never take place where the great 
mass of the labouring population are slaves, 

That the ultimate result would be to advance the price of the 

roductions of those countries in the continental market, and also 
in this, must be obvious, inasmuch as every ton subtracted from 
the present supply of the foreign market to meet the demand of 
the consumers in this, must necessarily affect it ; and, to whatever 
extent the reduction in the duties may diminish cultivation in the 
British colonies it must, sooner or later, affect the exports to them. 
Cuba and Brazil will undoubtedly be benefited. The British 
colonies may, and most probably will, be injured by the measure. 

But, my Lord, there are some who cannot look on the question 
as one of mere fiscal arrangement. They regard it as involvin 
great principles and solemn responsibilities. In the relation whic 
it bears to slavery and the slave trade—in the strength it will give 
the one, and the impulse it will yield the other—the committee 
find an argument which appeals with irresistible force to their 
convictions and feelings against it. 

It is not, and cannot be, a question with them, how far the 
political interests and commercial policy of this country may seem 
to require the measure ; but whether the great principles of uni- 
versal justice and benevolence may not be compromised thereby. 

That in Cuba and Brazil, the great slave-markets of the western 
world, the cupidity of slave-dealers will be stimulated to increase 
the number of their victims, and that the cart whip of the slave- 
drivers will be plied with redoubled energy to extort labour from 
reluctant bondsmen, should the reduction take place, there can be 
no doubt ; the committee would therefore earnestly deprecate 
the measure, as involving a criminal di d of the liberty and 
welfare of millions of their fellow-men, and of the sacred obliga- 
tions of duty to the Most High. 

The committee are far from being opposed to the principles of 
free trade, in their fair and legitimate application, They are not 
in favour of monopolies. Heise they are desirous of seein 
the produce of other countries, raised by free labour, introduce 
into this, But they conceive that, to admit the produce of slave- 
labour into the British market on such favourable terms as these, 
which it is understood, have been proposed, would under present 
circumstances, give a bonus to slave-holders, supply a fearful im- 
petus to the nefarious traffic in human beings, and consolidate a 
system of iniquity, which has been branded with deserved infamy 
wy the people, the legislature, and the government of this country. 

hereas it may be confidently expected, that the temporary 
pressure of high prices, already in process of removal, will entirel 
give way, if the free system, which has happily been establishe 
in the British colonies, be not embarrassed in its infancy with diffi- 
culties with which it may not be able to contend. 

The documents laid before parliament clearly prove, that the 
deficiency in the supply of produce from the British colonies 
during the last two years, has arisen partly from the great change 
which has taken place in the condition of the labouring population, 
considerable numbers of them having, either wholly or in part, with- 
drawn from agricultural employments ; partly from the unjust 
and severe laws which have been allowed to go into operation, to 
coerce labour under a state of freedom ; partly ee the injudicious 
arrangements of some, and the dishonourable proceedings of other 
planters, in the management of properties confided to their care ; 
and partly from providential — such as the long con- 
tinued on § heavy rains in some colonies, and the length and sever- 
ity of the droughts in others. But these causes, the committee 
sincerely trust, will not be permanent in their continuance. To 
the government they would confidently look to remove every un- 
equal and unrighteous law, and to purify and nen the 

inistration of justice. To the proprietary body they would 
look to adopt such wise measures as shall romote the cheerful 
labour, and the full development of the industrial energies of the 
liberated bondsmen ; and, above all, they would look to the 
Divine blessing to crown the great work of emancipation, which 
— are anxious every where to promote, with abundant success. 
he committee are much gratified in being able to state, that, in 
the judgment of practical men founded upon accurate information, 
rio fears of a short pony of produce for the present year need be 
— ; that the prospect of an increased quantity from the 
ritish colonies may be reasonably anticipated in 1842 ; and that 
there is every reason to believe, that each successive year will yield 
ill larger supplies than have hitherto been imported from them 
into this country. The late complete assimilation of the duties 
between East and West India sugar, will also y add to the 
stock of that necessary article for home consumption. 





In conclusion, the committee would respectfully, yet earnestly, 
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entreat your lordship, and your lordship’s co! es in. office, 
that, in the contemplated terations in the of customs 


soar rovision wr made for the exclusion of the produce of 
slave-labour from British market, and for the ter encou- 
nt of free labour, by Pek opr rage and legitimate means, 
throughout the world. On behalf of the committee, 
Henry Tuckert, Chairman. 
London, March 26th, 1841. 


DESTRUCTION OF SLAVE-FACTORIES AT GALLINAS. 


THE most serious blow ever struck at the slave-trade by the naval 
power of Great Britain was effected at Gallinas, on the coast of 
Africa, in November last. It ap that Commander Denman, of 
H.M.S. Wanderer, in charge of the windward part of the Sierra 
Leone station, has planned and executed a close blockade of the 
river Gallinas; by which seven out of the slavers approaching 
it have been either captured or beaten off, and a very num- 
ber—nearly a thousand—of slaves accumulated at the barracoons, 
to the great inconvenience of the holders. Siacca, the African 
king of Gallinas, complained to the governor of Sierra Leone 
New Doherty) of this blockade ; and the governor, on the other 

d, complained of the detention of two British subjects by 
Prince Manna, the king’s son. Commander Denman was charged 
with the conduct of these complicated negociations, and he “et. 
them on both points to a favourable issue. He then formally 
complained of repeated manifestations on the of the king and 
his people of hostile feelings, in that the boats of her majesty’s 
cruisers had on several occasions been refused supplies, and that he 
(the king) had on one occasion carried this hostile feeling so far 
as to threaten an American trader, then va his port, for hav- 
ing afforded succour to the boats of one of her Majesty’s vessels. 

e king apologi amply for having done so, and stated 
that he been persuaded and menaced to adopt that line of 
conduct by the Spanish, French, and Portuguese slave-traders, 
who had established themselves in factories on his shores—that 
those persons had become so numerous and powerful, and had 
established themselves so firmly in his dominions, that his autho- 
rity over his own people was overruled—that he desired their ex- 
pulsion, and requested Commander Denman, as the representative 
of a friendly power, to aid him in driving them from his territories. 
The required aid was promptly and cordially given. Eight slave 
factories were burned to the oa. The king seized and deliv- 
ered to Commander Denman all the slaves he could lay his hands 
on, (amounting to 976) for emancipation at Sierra Leone ; and, 
farther, expressed ‘his determination to seize and confiscate to his 
own use whatever merchandise might thenceforward be landed in 
his territories for the p of slave-dealing. 

In communicating this a ae Governor Doherty closes 
his despatch with the following o tions :-— 

It is not necessary that I should make much comment on the transactions 
thus detailed. One opinion only, as it to me, can be entertained 
respecting the decisive measures adopted by Commander Denman ; nor 
does it seem possible, in any view of the subject, to estimate too highly 
the service which that very intelligent and active officer has Par tie by 
them to the cause of the suppression. The traffic has undoubtedly sus- 
tained a greater blow by what has now been done on shore, than it has re- 
ceived during my administration of this government by any of the nu- 
merous and i tcaptures which have been effected atsea. Gallinas 
was the most celebrated mart and stronghold of Spanish slave-trade on the 
whole line of the African coast. As such it had long maintained itself in 
insolent defiance of this colony, its immediate neigbbour ; and as such it 
may be said, for the present, to have ceased to exist. That remains of the 
traffic are still left in this river, and that this deplorable commerce will re- 
vive on its shores after a time, and after the present blockade shall have 
been discontinued, is indeed true. But in the meantime the blockade is 
persevered in with the same vigilance as before ; and, while the actual 
material benefit that has been achieved is very great, it has been attended 
with a moral consequence still more considerable and important. The 
novelty of the proceeding itself, and the thorough determination it has 
evinced on the part of the cruizing squadron, cannot fail to have excited 
in the Spanish slave-dealers a new feeling of —— and to have pro- 
duced a deep di t in their minds, which will speedily extend to 
the Havana. As Commander Denman has justly remarked, all confidence 
in the river itself between the Spaniards and the natives must be destroyed ; 
and such is the present feeling against the former, that many of them 
sought the protection of the British flag on board the Wanderer, and were 
brought here in a state of the same destitution and misery in which they 
are commonly landed from captured slave ships, so that it became ncessary 
for me to place them on the rations of the commissariat as if they had been 
so landed. 


In a letter of Commander Denman to the governor of Sierra 
Leone, written on the 12th of December, about a month after the 
transaction, he communicates the following important views and 
information :— : 

Her Majesty’s Sloop Wanderer, off Monrovia, 12th Dec. 1840. 

S1r,—I beg to forward to your Excellency such information as I have 
been able to collect respecting Gallinas, which, though trifling in amount, 
and necessarily very imperfect, I am induced to trouble you with, under 
the impression that, owing to the long and exclusive prosecution of the 
slave-trade, that ce untry is entirely unknown to the people of Sierra Leone. 

The bar of the river is only passable for large boats or small coasting 
craft, and is very dangerous during the rains, when it is frequently im- 
passable. During the dyy s@ason it may be generally passed with safety, 
excepting occasior lly at the full and change of the moon, which has a very 
m arked effect upo Bthe surf on the whole of this coast. 

After passing th ebar the giver opens out into a spacious sheet of water, 
about three miles across in every direction, which is studded with islands 














lately occupied by the slave dealers, and affording very favourable situa- 
"The chiots d ot ek reading much and ru 
c escri territory as ing out run- 

ning for tase the Inteciag, Where ic ie and 00. to wach ore Sn Ma 
popes than the district near the sea, which appeared to me to be thickly 
peopled, 

hen the English slave-trade was abolished, considerable traffic sprung 
up, and was rapidly increasing, when the Spaniards commenced the slave- 
trade in about 1817. From that time, legitimate commerce 
withered, and was at length totally annihilated by the establishment of a 
permanent slave factory in shore shout fifteen years ago by Pedro Blanco, 
at that time mate of a slave vessel. 

Since then the slave-trade has been the only pursuit; and, during the 
~~ period that has since — not enough produce has been exported 
to form the cargo of the smallest coasting ani. 

Cattle, formerly abundant, are now extremely scarce. Beef cannot be 
urchased under is. 6d. per pound ; and for rice, the principal article of 
ood, and once a considerable article of export, they now depend upon the 

Sherbro and the Plantain islands. ; 

They have already, in a wild state, but of the finest quality, cotton, in- 
digo, pepper, and palm-nut, the sugar cane, and tobacco, which they are 
enabled to cure. Salt is procured in considerable quantities ; and there is 
no doubt that coffee would flourish as well as at Sierra Leone and 
Monrovia. 

The chiefs unanimously agreed that they could obtain camwood and 
ivory in large quantities ; gold-dust, also, from the interior ; and that 
cattle might be reared to such an extent as to enable them to export hides 
in considerable quantities. 

The following list of articles, which they assure me would find a ready 
market, appears to me to prove that the necessaries of civilized life are in 
sufficient demand to ensure the cultivation of their natural resources, now 
they can no longer be obtained through the medium of the slave factories— 
flour, wine, tea, coflee, ram, butter, cheese, tobacco, hats, clothes, shoes, 
coral, muskets, knives and forks, beads, trinkets, glass, crockery, powder— 
brass pans for making salt, hardware, and cotton and linen cuthes of all 
descriptions. 

I am satisffed, that so long as the natives consider it possible to carry on 
the slave-trade, they will never abandon it. In my conversation, there- 
fore, with the chiefs, I endeavoured to convince them of its future i 
ticability ; this, they were prepared to believe, from the success which has 
attended the system of blockade lately pursued, followed up by the 
recent decisive measures. 

I pointed out that, if they kept lingering in the hope of its revival, their 
country would inevitably fall into y, and urged them at once to turm 
themselves vigorously to the cultivation of the soil, particularly recom- 
mending their attention to cotton and palm oil. 


They declared they were heartily glad to be rid of the Spaniards, who 


had treated them with great insolence. They were willing to receive a 
missionary, but did not wish people to form factories from Leone. 

They put some questions as to the light in which we regarded their 
domestic slavery, which I told them we should never interfere with, 
excepting by endeavouring to enlighten them sufficiently to induce them 
voluntarily to adopt a better system, which would be every Posed assisted 
by commerce : and I took the opportunity of showing them the broad dis- 
tinction between the resident and permanent servants of the soil, under 
the constant care of their masters from generation to generation, until the 
advance of civilization should reduce their bondage to a mere name, and 
the enormous practice of kidnapping their fellow-creatures, and consigning 
them to the horrors of foreign slavery. 

They declared they gave up all hopes of still following up the slave-trade, 
and were very anxious to open a trade with Sierra Leone. 

Many applied to me to take their children to Sierra Leone for instruction, 
and I received two sons of a very intelligent chief, named Gomez (who 
had been educated in England) on board my ship; bat declined taki 
more until I should be in possession of your Excellency’s views upon the 
subject. 

I have thus long trespassed on your Excellency’s time, feeling that the 
consequences to Gallinas of the ft tt suppression of its slave-trade must 
have most important effects upon the surrounding native states. 

Upon these grounds I consider it imperatively to seize on the 
opportunity of encouraging that people to cultivate their natural resources. 

d they fail or even delay to apply themselves to this only sure foun- 
dation of improvement and civilization, the ideas of Prosperity and slave- 
trade will be i connected over a vast tract of country, to the 
very great detriment of our exertions. But it appears to me, that, if the 

t circumstances are improved, Gallinas, so long the poring, sae 

Id of the slave-trade, may become of great use in d ing this 
traffic over a large district of country which has hitherto supplied the 
slave dealers with victims ; and may become the means of spreading far 
and wide, over the countries where its agp influence has so long ex- 
isted, the blessings of peaceful industry, and of security to life and pro« 


The attempt to e from Sea-bar an increased number of slaves, 
which was determin one eens ee oe ee 
way at Gallinas, has been already ted by the capture of three vessels 
within a week—one by this sloop, with 350 slaves on board, and two by 
the Saracen, <anionel | for the purpose of slave-trade. 

At Young Cestos, the only other point where slave factories exist be- 
tween Sierra Leone and Cape Palmas, the effect of the destruction of the 
Gallinas factories has been so great, that Mr. —— has voluntarily aban- 
doned the slave-trade, and delivered up those slaves which he possessed to 
Lieutenant Seagram. I have, &c. 

(Signed) Joserx Denman, Commander. 
To His Excellency the Governor of Sierra Leone. 


Commander Denman’s last letter is sent home by Sir John 
Jeremie, who has succeeded Mr. Doherty in the ernment of 
Sierra Leone. His despatch is dated the 4th of 1841, 
and expresses his concurrence in the seutiments of his predecessor 
as to this officer’s achievement and its results. He then adds :— 

It is withmueh regret and some surprise I find the immediate ne 
bourhood of Sierra Laan the scene of a very extensive slave aber ie 
people at the Gallinas alone had, beyond doubt, undertaken to furnish 


at Pett pcre 
ed zie As orl tk Se a Se bd 









oe 
e 
¥ 
+ 


ie 
Nas shines 


ie ome sara 


ae eT 
gs: heat eens 








27 
5 
ep 
oe 
ia 
2g 
ip 
oe 
<= 


eae ee . 


. iP 
eee iF 


Be 
Baa 
fe & 
oe 
& 
Be 





























De ames aeons rere 
guts: © o wste  Sasig eS 


nt 


eA EN. rae yee 


a 


eNO E: 190 


Gascon a 


iene ae 
ie anes re 
Reena. 























aR rt eters 


[ WEDNESDAY, 





thirteen ‘thousand slaves in the course of the year. They supplied 

ar upwards of thirteen thousand; and it is the property sent by 
Bpaniards from Cuba to pay for these » amounting, 
according to mercantile calculation, which, however, I cannot but consider 
greatly exaggerated, to two bundred thousand pounds, that the chief has 
taken ion of, and confiscated to his own use. And by the enclosed 
excellent letter from Captain Denman, to which I beg leave respectfully 
to call your lordship’s attention, it would appear there are two other exten- 
sive slave-marts in that direction, Cestos and Sea-bar ; whilst to the north 
are the Pongos, Nunez, and others. 

The ly for this state of things, your lordship, I am satisfied, will 
not expect I should, on so short an experience, attempt to suggest ; but 
the impression is that, owing to the shoals at the Bissagos, nothing 
but steamers will satisfactorily drive away the slaver from the coasts 
between this and Gambia. And as to the expense of maintaining them, 
now that I have seen this harbour and anchorage, I am convinced that, by 

ing them when, not otherwise en d, to tow merchant vessels in 
and out, they would nearly, if not fully, repay the charge of their main- 
tenance and wages of the crews. 








TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


The advertisement sent by Mr. Pease is declined. 
Communications for the Editor of the Anti-sla Reporter should be 
addressed to the Anti-slavery Office, 27, New Broad Street, London. 


Anti-Slavery Weporter, 


LONDON, Aprit 77x. 

















‘Tue Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society 
‘have had the gratification of receiving the following acknowledg- 
ment of the address of the General Anti-slavery Convention, on 
‘the part of his majesty the king of Prussia. 
London, 19th March, 1841. 
Srr,—I have the honour to acquaint you, that the king, my 
master, has received with much satisfaction the address submitted 
to his majesty by the committee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society, in compliance with their request as expressed to 
me by your letter of January last ; and I am further commanded 
to state, in addition to this acknowledgment, that the benevolent 
Objects of the society are very highly appreciated by his majesty. 
In confirmation of these gracious pore majesty has deigned 
to intimate his intention of promoting the efficacy of the association, 
whenever opportunities may present themselves ; although, from 
the position of his majesty’s states, such co-operation could not 
be made available in any direct manner. 
I have the honour to a, % your most obedient servant, 


(Sign Butow. 
J. H. Tredgold, Esq., &c. 


We are desirous of directing the attention of our French readers 
to an article entitled Signs of the Times in the present number, 
which is intended particularly, for the perusal of the friends of 
humanity in France. We may at the same time make a few 
remarks in connexion with the topic which it embraces—the im- 
portance and duty of seeking the immediate and entire abolition 
of slavery. We believe that it was said by Edmund Burke, one 
of the most illustrious statesmen and orators that our country has 
produced, that there is no executory principle in slavery ; as a 
consequence of which the best laws Sareod fr the protection of 
men held in this debased condition have always been of little 
practical value. The same sentiment was advanced by another 
eminent English statesman, the late George Canning, and has long 
been embraced by the great body of abolitionists in this country. 
It does not however appear to have been fully acted upon in the 
origin of the anti-slavery society in England, which, on its first 
institution, was called the Anti-slavery Society for the mitigation 
and gradual abolition of slavery in the British colonies. A ve 
few years, however, sufficed, after thefsubject of slavery was promi- 
nent] y brought under public notice in this country, to convince the 
friends of the slave generally that their efforts should be directed, 
not to the vain attempt to ameliorate in any considerable degree 
an incurable, vicious, and guilty system, but to seek its immediate 
and entire removal. 

These were the views, both of the leaders of the anti-slavery 
cause in England and of its numerous supporters, both before and 
after the passing of the act for the abolition of slavery, by which 
an apprenticeship system, so called, was enacted. 

e do not wish to lay an improper stress on the judgment of a 
Clarkson, a Wilberforce, a Macaulay, a Lushington, or a Buxton ; 
but, when, to the sentimentsof such men as these, we join those of 
that mass of intelligent and talented individuals with whom the 
2 d, “ns trust that our French friends will not thi 
we ask much in seeking for their opinion, a grave con- 
sideration. It may also be worthy of ea that Lord Howick 

ed his place of colonial secretary, in the government of which 
» Lord Grey, was the head, rather than give his sanction to 
holly opposed to his enlightened judgment. It is well 


_ “known that the term of the apprenticeship, as originally proposed 


‘by Lord Stanley, was twelve years ; but this measure found solittle 
favour with the House of Commons, that the term was altered to 
six years. A proposal that the slaves should pay a part of their 

redemption money was rejected on similar grounds. 
Wé have thought that these few facts t not improperly be 
under the notice of the statesmen and people of France, 


, 





last 


at a time when a measure for the abolition of slavery in the colonies 
of that country is about to be introduced. 

We learn that extracts from English parliamentary documents. 
relative to the apprenticeship and the state of our colonies since the 
introduction of om have been printed by the French govern- 
ment, and supplied to the members of the Chamber of Deputies, in 
order to aid them in forming a correct judgment on the course 
i, 8 to be taken in terminating the system of French colonial 

ndage. If we P genre any influence with the French anti-slavery 
society, we would res 'y but earnestly recommend to them 
the immediate translating into French, and printing, of a pamphlet 
entitled “ Negro Apprenticeship,” published by the anti-slavery 
society which lately existed. is pamphlet contains, not sss 
summary of the evils attending the apprenticeship, but an appendix, 
in which will be found many important illustrative proofs of the 
positions advanced. 

We would also commend to the perusal of our French friends 
observations published by the Marquis of gy on the same sub- 
ject, during the struggle for the termination of the apprenticeship, 
which possess a peculiar value from the circumstance of -his hay- 
ps governor of Jamaica during a portion of the period in 
which this system existed, as well as from his standing in the 
position of a planter. This document unfolds the misconduct of 
those who possessed authority over the apprentices, and shows the 
disposition to labour and general good behaviour of the latter. 
We know a member of the British parliament, whose sentiments 
on the subject of the apprenticeship were considerably changed by 
~ of Lord Sligo’s statements. 

e have heard it said by an eminent individual, who was also 
connected with the island of Jamaica, that he believed that not 
less than 2000 instances of miscarriage occurred yearly in that 
colony, during the apprenticeship, from excessive labour, among 
the female apprentices. "We have reason to suppose that such dis- 
tressing circumstances from a similar cause were not confined to 
the island we have named. The situation of these unhappy bond- 
women, and we might add of their infant = to whom a 
mother’s care should not be denied, have a peculiar claim to con- 
sideration on the part of those who may have any disposition to 

rolong a system of bondage, which, under a supposed amelioration, 
1s productive of such calamitous results. How painful, too, is the 
thought, that, unless immediate liberty be given, there are not a 
few of those who have long drunk the bitter - of slavery, who will 
have to ke of it to the last moment of their existence—by 
whom the promised, and perhaps purchased, blessing of freedom 
will never be enjoyed. We do feel very strongly the in- 
justice, the cruelty, and the impolicy of adopting any course 
short of immediate emancipation, and hope that those who may 
read these lines will pause before they give their gf ete to any 
other measure. We would finally say to every friend of the 
negro in France to whom these lines may come, petition at once 
for immediate and entire liberty to the negro; and may this be 
done not less numerously than was the case in our own land. 
Thus will you disc an important duty, and assist those who 
would promote the rights of the slave in the government and legis- 
lature of France. 





Tue attention of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Committee 
has been seriously directed to the measure which is now under- 
stood to be under the consideration of the government, by which 
the British market would be pee to ae and therefore to 
slave-grown sugars. A memorial to Lord Melbourne on this sub- 
ject, which is most deeply interesting to humanity, has been 
adopted by that body, and was presented to his lordship on 
Friday last, by a deputation consisting of the following gentle- 
men :—Messrs. Samuel Gurney, J: sik Forster, mg nnet, 
John Beaumont, Edmund Gurney, John O’Connell, M.P., E. N. 
Buxton, and Henry Sterry. The noble premier received the 
deputation courteously, and assured them that the memorial should 
receive the serious attention of the government. 

We are desirous of calling the particular attention of the 
friends of the slave in England to the document we have named, 
and the important subject to which it refers. It is our decided 
opinion that no pains should be spared to prevent the passing of 
a measure, which we regard as eminently calculated to fasten the 
bonds of the slave in Cuba and Brazil; and to add fresh diffi- 
culties to the task (almost impossible at present) of inducing the 
governments of Brazil and of Spain to prevent the constant in- 
troduction of wretched Africans into their ective territories, 
in defiance of every sentiment of humanity and religion, and the 
obligation of solemn treaties. 





WE have presented in another column, the substance of an impor- 
tant parliamentary paper just Sage detailing the proceedings 
of Commander Denman, of H.M.S. Wanderer, on the coast of 
Africa. Our readers will see that Sir John Jeremie, the new 
governor of Sierra Leone, expresses both regret and surprise that 
the slave-trade should exist in so much vigour in the immediate 
neighbourhood of that colony. 

f the slave-factory at Soaks Cestos, within the territory of 
Liberia, which Commander Denman reports as voluntarily relin- 
quished by its owner, we find in an American paper the following 
particulars :— 

New Cess is a river some twelve or fifteen miles below Bassa Cove, and 
has long been known asa principal slave mart. New Cess is in the territory 
claimed by the colony of Liberte, but has never been formally purchased ; 





therefore the proprietors of that place leased it out to Canot for a slave 
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been known on this coast as a veteran 
slaver, who has periled life liberty for the prosecution of his favourite 
employment, It appeared that, on a fate of Gallinas, he wisely 
concluded te compromise ; and when H. B. M. men-of-war visited him, 
they found him favourably disposed to negociate on the following terms. 
He agreed to give up to the men-of-war all his stock of slaves ; to discon- 
tinue the slave-trade ; to enter into a legitimate trade, say in ivory, palm- 
oil, camwood, gold dust, &c. Upon these conditions it is said he was 
spared, and left to repent of former misdoings. It is also further reported 

at he has applied for, and is to receive, the protection of a British 
subject. 

We had intended to make some remarks on the probable results 
of this transaction, and its permanent influence on the slave-trade, 
which, in the enthusiasm of the moment, may very easily be over- 
rated. The trouble of doing this, however, is sp us by a 
valued correspondent, Mr. Scoble, to whose letter on the subject 
we direct attention. 


establishment. Canot has 





Tue intelligence conveyed in the following extract from the 
Morning Chronicle will rejoice the hearts of many. Although 
we have not yet received it by a direct channel, we can entertain 
no doubt of its correctness :— 


We learn with satisfaction that the long-pending cause of the African 
negros found on.board the Spanish ship Amistad, was, on the 9th ultimo, 
finally decided in favour of the negros by a judgment of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, then in session at Washington. ; 

By this decision the negros were declared to be free men; and all claim 
against them, whether on the part of the Spanish Minister, or of the 
pretended Spanish owners, is dismissed. The negros were to be im- 
mediately set at liberty in the State of Connecticut, where they had been 
detained in custody waiting the event of the trial. 


THE last mail from the West Indies brings an interesting letter 
from the rev. W. G. Barrett, of Jamaica, to Mr. Sturge, of which 
we have been favoured with the following extract :— 


Four Paths, Clarendon, March 2, 1841. 

Though England, Ireland, and Scotland, groan beneath accumulated 
misery, cease not to warn the people not to emigrate to the West Indies. 
Skin for skin, yea, all that a man fearks will he give for his life ; but let the 
half fed mechanic come here, with his wife and children, and, in a few 
months, the grave’s green grass shall grow above them. Twelve months 
ago, I saw fifty-seven Irish emigrants land at St. Ann’s Bay, young, and 
healthy, and full of life, come to the “ better land,” where a little labour 
and large wealth awaited them. The week before last I was riding 
through St. Ann’s, and met with an intelligent Irish emigrant, a Presby- 
terian, from the north of Ireland. I asked him where all the emigrants 
were that went to Leicesterfield, and Boroughbridge. ‘‘ There’s just one- 
half of them dead, sir,"—was his reply. In one year and one month 
twenty-seven out of fifty-four have been cut down. In our own neigh- 
bourhood a case of heart-rending distress occurred ‘lately. One of the 
Mitchells’ emigrants, a man of the name of Rose, came from Leicesterfield 
into this quarter. He went one day to Old Harbour to get some work, (he 
was a shoemaker, but brought here to dig cane holes) leaving his two little 
gitis behind, in the care of a person at Belle Plaine. While absent, one 
daughter sickened with fever and died. They sent to Old Harbour to ac- 
quaint the’ father—the messenger returned, and said the father was dead 
and buried three days ago. Soon after the other girl sickened and died 
also ; and thus all were swept off in a few days. The heartless wife 
of this man, to complete the tale of woe, had gone off with a young man, 
an emigrant who came out in the same ship with them. 

A communication of mine in the Colonial Reformer, in answer to some 
questions on the subject of emigration from a friend in Salisbury, has, I 
find, excited great interest in Limerick and Dublin ; and, what I rejoice at, 
Stopped some scores of my unhappy countrymen from coming hither. Not 
that I think the climate so unkoalthy ; but out of doors exposure to the 
sun, plenty of rum, and little wholesome food, with temptation to every 
kind of vice, will cut down the emigrants as fast as they bring them hither. 
On other grounds I oppose the emigration scheme. It is, on whatever 
side you observe it, a gigantic iniquity. We shall have a people brought 
to this country, who will require a doubly strong police force to keep them 
in order. We shall have the black population (already beginning to pick 
up a little) thoroughly indoctrinated into all the iniquities of St. Giles’s, and 
the black ism of Billingsgate—popery with its evils introduced by the 
Irish, and chartism and socialism by the English ; and ultimately, should 
‘the Emigration scheme succeed, (as I think it never can or will) this island 
will become a curse on the earth—the Botany Bay of the West Indies. 

You know, I presume, that there will be scarcely any crops made this 
year on the south side in the low lands. There is still prevailing a most 
alarming drought, which has now continued upwards of a year. In Vere, 
I heard to-day they were paying the people five shillings sterling for cut- 
ting down an acre, and that ten acres, in many places, scarcely returned a 
hogshead of — so that high prices at home must be looked for, unless 
you push your East India sugar growing company—a consummation de- 
voutly to be desired; or an impulse is given at home to the cry for 
the equalization of the duties—a consummation devoutly to be depre- 
cated. I agai” think this last will be gained. West Indians and anti- 
er men will make common cause to defeat this project—alas! if 
gained, only to rivet the chains of the slave more firmly, while their inhu- 
man drivers would ply the lash with redoubled ecstacy. Let the British 

ople know, that the short crops of this year are to be attributed to the 
ure of the usual seasons, and not to the failure of labour. The first 
year of freedom, we had fine seasons—noble fields of cane; the people 
were willing to work, and the planters refused to employ them in a num- 
ber of cases: now the fields are without a cane, and the people cannot be 
employed.. Then they attributed the short crops, not to their determina- 
tion to fulfil their own predictions, but to the idleness, the obstinacy of the 
people ; now they admit, one and all, it is not the people’s fault. Who 
shall say how much retributive justice there is in this? 


Under date of the 4th of March, Dr. Palmer writes as follows : 
“We had a very alarming riot in this town [Spanish Town] 
on Saturday night last. believe it originated solely in the 





improper conduct of the police. The police are & vast 
of mischief ; po pasa hope that, before another year, 
will be entirely disbanded.” The following extract from the 
Colonial yi foster mag certain parties in Jamaica in me 
perfectly o istic. Dr, Palmer may be assured that 
constancy will be duly appreciated in this country. 

On Thursday the 25th inst. the long expected trial of the Editor of 
this paper, for alleged libel on certain magistrates of Saint David’s, was 
brought on. After occupying the whole of that day, and until a late hour 
in the afternoon of yesterday, the jury retired to consider on their verdict ; 
and, after the lapse of about two hours returned into court and gave in 
the verdict of guilty. 

Our counsel immediately moved an arrest of judgment, on two or three 
specific grounds, which will be argued in next term; we were then 
directed to find bail for our appearance on the first day of next court, to 
receive judgment, &c. This being promptly complied with, the pro- 
ceedings, for the , terminated. 

At this late hour it would be out of the question for us to enter into 
any particulars of the trial; in our next we expect to lay before our 
readers a pretty full report of the proceedings, In the meantime we 
must content ourselves by observing, that, as we were not permitted in 
our defence to go into any proof in support of the truth of those of our 
allegations against the St. David’s magistrates which constituted the libel 
complained of, a conviction under such circumstances neither clears the 
characters of the prosecutors, nor attaches the slightest moral guilt to 
that of the defendant. We are offered up, another sacrifice to the mon-. 
strous inconsistency of that disgrace to our statute book, the Law of 
Libel! A law which in effect proclaims with iron tongue— The greater 
the Truth, the greater the Libel!” 

To those who know us it will be unnecessary for us to say, that the 
result of this trial will not for one moment deter us from boldly and fear- 
lessly continuing to advocate the cause of the oppressed; whatever 
suffering or oppression we may endure from the conscientious discharge 
of this duty, we shall submit to without a murmur. 


Tue public meeting held at Bridgetown, Barbados, on occasion of 
the late conviction and imprisonment of Mr. Prescod for libe 
adopted a resolution requesting the governor to institute an offici 
inquiry into the transactions out of which the trial had arisen. 
His Excellency, while declining this, courteously communicated to 
the applicants a considerable mass of information derived from 
inquiries which he had already instituted. This information does 
not alter the complexion of the case. One part of it, however, 
requires a remark from us, inasmuch as Sir Murray M’Gregor 
has thought fit to notice an article which appeared in this journal 
on the 12th of February last year, accusing Sion , as he says with 
truth, “ of having stooped to connive at the entrapping of a depu- 
tation of negros into the measure of presenting an ad ” to 
him. The gentlemen to whom the investigation of this delicate. 
affair was entrusted altogether clear his Excellency, with a proper 
uantity of indignation and vehemence, of this imputation ; and 

r. Prescod, “as an act of justice to the Anti-slavery Reporter,” 
presents the following apology on our behalf. 

On the 14th November, 1839, Mr. Frederick Watts, a justice in the 
general Commission of the Peace, and then acting as police magistrate 
for St. George parish, got up a deputation to his Excellency, with an 
** address from the labouring population of the parish,” in reply to a 
circular from his Excellency, inquiring into the truth of certain state- 
ments in a letter of ours to the British ipator. Within a week 
after this deputation had waited upon the Governor, the true character of | 
the affair was blown, and Mr. Watts publicly charged by us with having. 
imposed upon the people, and forged their assent to a document with the 
contents of which they were utterly unacquainted ; and the authority of 
some of the people themselves was stated in support of these sae 
Respect for himself—respect for public opinion—respect for the office 
which Mr. Watts was charged with having thus grossly abused, demanded 
of his Excellency an inquiry into these charges—an investigation into the 
mode in which the deputation and its address had been got up. But no 
such inquiry was instituted; and the address of this deputation, with 
these charges uninvestigated and unrefuted, was secretly forwarded, in a 
collection of the vilest slanders that desperately wicked men ever con- 
cocted, to Lord John Russell, in evidence that the statements in our 
letter to the Emancipator were false and unfounded. Remembering that 
Sir Evan MacGregor had, only a few months before, on the authority of 
Mr. Nathaniel Roach, expressed his unqualified enmity to the liberal 
press, and his determination to use every means in his power to put it 
down—remembering this in connexion with the transaction now before 
us, the reader will be able to judge with what reasonableness his’ 
Excellency was considered a party to this movement of the faction to 
destroy our credit and efficiency, if such means could. If injustice was 
done him, himself inflicted it. The conduct of a subordinate acti 3 
under his orders, and, as will be seen in the evidence of “‘ the intelligent” 
Edward Waith, telling the people that he is acting in conformity with those 
orders—the conduct of this subordinate is openly impeached, and his 
Excellency forbears all inquiry into the alleged misconduct, and furthers 
its object by the impress of his authority. Who is to blame, if some. 
of the discredit attached to the transaction be reflected on his Ex- 
cellency ? 

To this we have only to add, that, wh 2 
Excellency wrong, we unfeignedly regret it ; and that no parties 
can more sincerely rejoice in the equity, impartiality, and benevo- 
lence of the governor of Barbados than ourselves. 


WE are happy in being able to state, that the shareholders in the 
Imperial Bessillan Mining Association who have taken up the 
question of the employment of slaves, are proceeding with their 
measures. It is now determined, that the half-yearly ees 
meeting of proprietors, to be held in the ensuing month (May), 
shall be poe special, for the pu of considering the subject. 
We cannot express the intensity of our shame, that the direction 
of this company should be in the hands of men who are resolvedto 
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true that the Meknensln ted cetamteied the Hace law, and we see no 


70 [Wepnespay, 
do their utmost to this system of iniquity and . | of duty, “ to aig eae Ne age ss of the native inhabitants 
on en dieteehdig wal bs Siren te tise bak of the Britis in India, and declared that such measures 
Tess as ensure a know of it to every shareholder, and pe ait bags sed pier Scare pe introduction t them of use- 
then we shall have no fears of the result. It never can be, that | ful knowledge, and of religious and moral improvement (vide 35 

the gentle, the noble, the reverend, the pious, the humane, among III., cap. 155), provided that the free exercise of their religion be 
Englishmen in this will give their sanction to a felonious papers, 1839, No. 138, p. 317). If it be 
breach 


7 
the laws of their country, or refuse to unbind the yoke 
their name, has been unrighteously fixed on the necks 
. We quote with pleasure, the following ex- 
the Mining Journal : — 


The employment of slaves by the several companies formed in this 
country for working the mines of Brazil and Cuba, has excited a feeling 
which is not likely to be allayed without some measures being adopted, 
and the attention of those interested directed to the subject. In our 
present number will be found two letters, and, without making any im- 
mediate reference thereto, we may observe on the letter of Mr. H. Tuckett, 
which appeared in the Journal of the 6th instant, in which that gentleman 
states, that in Gongo Soco alone, 413 slaves are employed, of whom 131 
are under fourteen years of age. It appears from the letter of this gen- 
tleman, that, being anxious to direct the attention of the shareholders to 
consider this deeply important subject, two several applications for per- 
raission to obtain a list of shareholders were refused, and a similar appli- 
cation to see the deed of settlement, with the view of ascertaining the 
powers whereby he might legally convene a meeting, to communicate 
with the proprietary, was only permitted after “ considerable difficulty.” 
The conduct of the directors, we have no hesitation in saying, is highly 
discreditable. 

As a, reference to the deed, there can be no doubt but that any 
shareholder who may have signed it has a perfect right to inspect the 
document to which he has attached his ea and which is, in fact, a 

of his property—he beinga shareholder. Now, with regard to the 
ist of iharchonlors. we hardly know what tosay. Judging by the prac- 
tice observed by the East India Company, and others, where the list of 
pm is published, we should say that no real objection can exist ; 

t we would even go further, admitting there were no precedent, we 
then would contend, and insist, that every proprietor is entitled to know 
who are his co-partners; he has no right to inspect the accounts of his co- 

er, or to know the interest he possesses by reference to the books, but, 

or purposes such as contemplated by Mr. Henry Tuckett, there can be no 

second opinion, and we regret that the directors should have raised the 
question. 
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SLAVERY IN BRITISH INDIA. 
No, 2. 
(From the Morning Chroniele.) 


Stavery in Hindostan is not sanctioned by British law, except in so far as 
it has been recognized as an institution by the various rules and regulations 
which have been issued sng supreme authority in India, from time to 
time, to mitigate or to check it. It is, however, sanctioned by the Hindoo 
and the Mahomedan law, as may be seen in the following extract from a 
minute on the subject by Mr. Colebrooke, inserted in parliamentary papers, 
1839, No. 138, p. 311. He says:—‘‘ The Hindoo law fally recognizes 
slavery. It specifies in much detail the various modes by which a person 
becomes the slave of another, and which are reducible to the following 
heads: viz., capture in war; voluntary submission to slavery, for divers 
causes (as a pecuniary consideration, maintenance during a famine, &c) ; 
involuntary, for the discharge of debt, or by way of punishment of specific 
offences ; birth, as offspring of a female slave ; gift, sale, or other transfer 
a former owner ; and sale or gift of their offspring by parents. It treats 
slave as the absolute pri of his master, familiarly speaking of this species 

of property, in association with cattle, under the contemptuous designation of 
bipeds and quadrupeds. It makes no provision for the protection of the slave 
from the cruelty and ill-treatment of an unfeeling master, nor the master’s 
powers over the person of his slave ; neither ing distinct limits to that 
power, nor declaring it to extend to life or limb. It allows to the slave no 
right of property, even of his own acquisition, unless by the indulgence of 
his master. It affords no opening for his redemption and emancipation 
especially if he be a slave by birth or purchase), unless by the voluntary 
manumission of him by his master; or in the special case of pri: his 
ion of a son ; 
or in that of a female slave bearing issue to her master, when both she and 
her offspring are entitled to om, if he have not legitimate issue ; or 
in the particular instance of persons enslaved for temporary causes (as 
debt, amerciament, cohabitation with a slave, and maintenance in consider- 
ation of servitude) ; or the cessation of the grounds of sla by the dis- 
of the debt ; or mutual discontinuance of the cohabitation, or relin- 

The Mahasmoten lew axeally acke ledges rigina 

6 w equally acknow slavery, originating, how- 
ever, in fewer sources, viz. :—capture of infidels ig as birth, & issue 
of a female slave ; to which some authorities (who are chiefly followed) 
have added sale of their offspring by parents in a dearth or famine. 
property is so absolute and complete, that it is assigned as a reason for subjecti 
an owner to no worldly punishment or or the murder of his slave ; he 
has, of course, entire power over his person, being restrained by no provisions of 
the law adopted to protect the slave from ill-treatment. 

*¢ Manumission cannot be exacted from the owner, unless in the case 
where, for some cause, the slave is already emancipated in part, in which 
case he is entitled to redeem himself by emancipatory labour equivalent to 
the remaining ion of his value. In all other instances emancipation 
depends wholly on the will of the owner. But manumission of slaves is 
Strongly recommended as a pious act, and the law leans much against the 
slavery of Mahomedans., A female slave bearing issue to her master does 
not acquire freedom, but gains other privileges, of which the chief is that 
of not being liable to be sold to another person. Her issue is free, and 
tanks with goons, mag but acknowledged offspring of her master.” 

Tt may be here, that the authority of Hindoo law in those parts 
a ish India ey under the pe of ton pm wa is not 
questioned, but denied. By right of conquest their laws superseded 
those of the Hindoos. It may bead observed that the British govern- 
ment acquired ory accra panerp pe the Mussulmans ; in. its 
turn, has asserted its right, and bound the people of this country, as matter 
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reason to doubt it, then it follows that the slavery sanctioned by the Hindoo 
law has no legal existence, and that the slavery permitted under the Ma- 
homedan law may be legally a country, inasmuch as it is 
not a religious, but a civil institution. Indeed, so far from its being a 
religious institution, we have the best authority for saying, that the manu- 
mission of slaves is considered an act of piety and an expiation of divers 
offences by the natives of India (ibid, p. 312), It would further appear, 
from the deliberate opinions of many eminent persons, that, if the Mahome- 
dan law were construed strictly, and the letter, not the spirit, of that law 
were rigidly enforced, an end would be put almost imanediintaly to the sys- 
tem of slavery in British India. 

We have said that slavery in India is not sanctioned by British law. 
Mr. Adam, however, thinks that the Hindoo and Mahomedan law of 
slavery, “‘ with some modifications,” is confirmed by it [Law and Practice 
of Slavery, &c., page 24}; and such certainly or to have been the 
general opinion entertained and acted upon by the government and judi-~ 
ciary in India, This opinion is groun on the assumption, that the 
decision of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, the su e court of civil judi- 
cature on all questions of native law, given in 1798, was the correct inter- 
pretation of the rule of 1793, which provided that “in suits meting 
succession, inheritance, marriage, and caste, and all religious usages an 
institutions, the Mahomedan laws with respect to Mahomedans, and the 
Hindoo laws with regard to Hindoos, are to be considered the general rules 
by which the judges are to form their decision.” The question referred to 

e court was ‘‘ concerning the succession or right of inheritance to a 
zemindary or other real property,” according to native law, when it was 
determined “ that the spirit of the rule for observing the Mahomedan and 
Hindoo laws was applicable to cases of slavery, though not included in 
the letter of it,” and this construction of the rule was subsequently con- 
firmed by the governor-general in council, and is in full operation at the 
present day. 

In the rule of 1793, passed by Lord Cornwallis, legal authority for the 
possession of slaves is withheld ; the reason for which may, probably, be 
found in the facet, that, as far back as 1789, his lordship had notified to the 
Court of Directors that he had “a plan under consideration which he hoped 
to be ahle to execute without doing much injury to the private interests, 
or offering great violence to the fi of the natives, and which had for 
its object the abolition of the practice (of slavery) under certain limita- 
tions ; and the establishing some rules and regulations to alleviate, as 
much as possible, the misery of those unfortunate people during the time 
that they might be retained in that wretched situation.” (Parliamentary 
Papers, 1828, East India Slavery, p. 13.) This plan his lordship either 
never matured, or else abandoned, for we find no after reference to it in 
official papers. 

But to return to the rule of 1793, and the construction put upon it by 
the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut. We venture to assert, that, neither upon 
principles of general reasoning, nor of strict legal gy eg can that 
construction be sustained. It is admitted by the late Chief Jusisce Har- 

ington, that, “ the law and usage of slavery have no immediate connexion 
with religion,” (Par. Pap. No. 138, 1839, p. 317). It is also clear that 
slavery is not included in the letter of the rule, in other words, it is not 
ised, and certainly, not guaranteed, by that rule; therefore, when 
we consider that, as a religious institution, slavery required not the 
sanction of British law, we conceive the silence of the rule on the subject 
ought to have been interpreted in favour of freedom, not against it. To 
say that the “‘ spirit” of that rule sanctioned tyranny and oppression, the 
i e incidents of slavery, is monstrous, and would for ever prevent 
the benefit of British legislation from being enjoyed by a large portion of 
the native inhabitants of India, whose “‘ interests and happiness,” as 
have before seen, we are bound to promote. 

Which ever of these opinions may be correct, whether slavery in India 
be the creature of custom or of law—whether it be a civil or religious 
institution—whether it have the sanction of the Koran or the Shasters— 
the fact of its existence within any part of the territory subject to our 
control must determine its fate. Like its sister abominations, infanticide 
and suttee, it must be abolished, and be numbered amongst the things that 
were. 

At various periods from 1798 to 1833, when the charter of the East 
India Company was renewed, various attempts have been made by eminent 
and distingui oe eens ee ee ee ae 
slaves, and to promote their emancipation, which proved, unhappily, 
unsuccessful. Se 1808, J Richardson —— “that the rae oF 
slavery throughout the British possessions should be determined by Ma- 
pees! ih law, the British government having acquired the right of 
legislation from a Mussulman power, in previous ession of those ter- 
ritories for centuries ; and having adopted the Mahomedan laws, particu- 
larly in all criminal cases, and indeed in all judicial cases, except those of 
heirship, marriage, caste, or matters connected with religion.” (Par. Pap. 
No. 188, 1839, p. 316.) This would at once have terminated slavery 
among the Hindoos, who had previously to our occupation of the country, 
been subject to Moslem power, and to a very great extent noane o 
Mahomedans themselves. In Mr. Harrington, then chief justice, the 
worthy judge of Bundelcund met with a powerful opponent, and his 
scheme was rejected. (Ibid p. 317.) 

In 1816, Mr. Leycester, a circuit judge, made a report to the supreme 
court suggesting the abolition of slavery. On this the court of Nizamut 
Adawlut passed resolutions, under date the 12th of June, 1816, in whick 
they state that “they fully participate in the sentimenis expressed by mr. 
Leycester in abhorrence of hereditary slavery, and earnestly wish it could 
be discontinued with regard to all childrer born under British protection. 
But, whilst it is allowed to remain with respect to the progeny of existi 
slaves born under the British government in the West Indies and Sou 
Africa, the abolition of it, on general principles of justice and humanity, 
eould not, the court apprehend, be consistently proposed for India,” 
(Adam’s Law and Custom, &c., p. 202); and his propositions consee 
quently fell to the ground, 
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In 1817, Chief Justice Harrington, who had opposed Mr. Richardson, 

drafted a ion “ for ne Cae sn in cases of 
,” designed to prevent the enslavement of certain classes of the 
ation ; and “ the mal-treatment, by emancipating 

that appear to call for this measure, on grounds of justice and humanity ; 

it being, in his opinion, “‘indispensably necessary to prescribe rules for the 

guidance of magistrates and criminal courts in such instances,” (Par. Pap. 

138, 1839, p. 318). But even his very moderate suggestions were never 

attended to. 

From the labours in behalf of suffering humanity of these eminent 
persons, who occupied high offices in the Bengal cy, we now call 
attention to the zealous and unremitting efforts of Mr. Baber, who has held 
various important situations under the Madras government for nearly forty 
years. This gentleman has exerted himself not merely to put a stop to 
the “‘ horrible traffic —— bet axe Soe ah aca 
in general, by restraining their owners from selling them out 0 coun- 
try, and hock separating families; and also by making it on 
them to afford the slaves a suitable provision in food, clothes, and habita- 
tion, in sickness, or health, young and old, at all times, and in all seasons,” 
(Adam, p. 209, and Par. Pap. 128, 1834, pp. 1 to 28). But he failed to 
secure the assistance of his fellow civilians in his benevolent objects, or to 
make any impressions on his superiors. From 1823 to 1832, Mr. Baber 
says, “I have confined myself to occasional notices of the condition of the 

alabar slaves, as often as my public attention has been drawn to the 
subject, but with little or no benefit to the unfortunate slaves, who con- 
tinue the same reprobated people as ever.” (Par, Pap. 128, 1854, p. 27). 

The proposition of Mr. Campbell, sustained by the recommenda- 
tions of the Madras board of revenue in 1819, suggested, among other 
things, “‘ that the purchase of free persons as slaves should be illegal ;” 
that “ the children of all slaves born after a certain date should be free ;” 
that ‘ voluntary contracts to labour for a term of years, or for life, should 
bind the individual alone, and not his wife and children ;” that ‘‘ the pur- 
chase of children to be brought up as prostitutes should be subjected to 
special penalties ;” that “the local civil officers should have power to 
cause masters to provide wholesome food and decent clothing for their 
slaves, and to prevent their neglecting them in sickness, age, and infir- 
mity ;” that “all slaves attached to lands or estates eseheating to govern- 
ment should be declared free ;” that ‘‘the power of corporal punishment 
should be transferred from the masters to the local civil officers ; and that 
slaves, on being ill-treated by their masters, should be allowed to claim 
the privilege of being sold to another ; and that the breach of any of these 
rules by the master should, at the option of the slave, entitle him to liberty.” 
These bumane propositions, thus powerfully recommended, and sustained 
in whole or in part by such men as Mr. Baber and Mr. Greme, were 
merely ordered to be recorded, that is, laid on the shelf. ‘‘ During the 
twenty-two years that I resided in India,” says Mr. Campbell, “ or 
since 1808, no material changes have taken place in the condition 
of the slaves in the territories subject to Madras ;” and he adds, “ the 
outcry raised in India against the suttee was long powerless, until it re- 
turned reverberated from the British shore ; and that against slavery will 
continue disregarded, unless it receives support from all the energy of the 
home government.” (Par. Pap. 128, 1834, pp. 35, 36.) 

In this rapid sketch we have found it impossible to do justice to those 
of the company’s servants who have strenuously and honourably exerted 
themselves to ameliorate the condition of slaves in British India, with a 
view to their ultimate emancipation, They, however, effected compara- 
tively nothing. Ridiculed by some, and opposed by others, of their fellow 
civilians, their valuable suggestions were either allowed to slumber in 
silence in the offices of the supreme government, or were brought to light 
merely for the purpose of being formally condemned and abandoned. And 
this state of things continued until the year 1833, when the government of 
Earl Grey, with a resolution and magnanimity which did it the greatest 
honour, determined to strike at the root of the monstrous evil—in other 
words, to abolish it. Justice to the natives of India formed the basis of 
the bill introduced by Mr Grant (now Lord Glenelg) to the attention of 
the House of Commons for the renewal of the company’s charter, and was 
thus announced to the chairman of that body :—‘‘ No person, native or 
natural, born in India, is to be excluded from any office merely by reason 
of his religion, birth-place, descent, or colour ;” and “ slavery, aftera 
specified period, to be abolished.” The period fixed in the bill for its com- 
plete extinction was the 12th of April, 1837. But the strenuous opposition 
of the honourable directors, aided by the influence of certain noble lords 
in the td a house, defeated the wise and humane intentions of govern- 
ment, and slavery, unmitigated and unchecked, has been allowed to con- 
tinue to the present day. Will not the present government honour itself, 
and add to its other claims on public respect and gratitude, by extinguishing 
this great evil in every part of the British dominions ? 

Note.—For an authoritative exposition of the Hindoo and Mahomedan 
law of slavery, consult Par. Pap. No. 138, 1839, pp. 319 to 322 inclusive ; 
and Adam’s Law and Custom of Slavery in British India, pp. 1 to 51 
inclusive. For attempts to ameliorate the condition of slaves, and promote 
the abolition of slavery in India, the inquirer is referred to Par. Pap. 128, 
1834, to Adam’s Law and Custom, &c., pp. 195 to 279; and Peggs'’s 
East India Slavery, pp. 84 to 111. 


the slave, in cases 





CotontaL Repenrance.—The Grenada Gazette bewails the emi- 
gration of peasantry from that island in the following pathetic and penitent 
terms. “ This 1s truly lamentable. Our situation admits of no delay. 
The labourers are weekly leaving by scores, and, if this can “possibly be 
prevented by kind and conciliatory treatment, those who are foremost in 
accomplishing so desirable an object, will deserve and receive the thanks 
of all who truly regard the prosperity and happiness of the island. We 
have heard some persons attribute the emigration of the labourers to the 
system of summary ejectment which has been pursued on some estates, 
and we have no doubt but that this silly measure did contribute, in the first 
instance, to the creation of the evil, which we have now cause so deepl 
to deplere; but we cannot for a moment suppose, that the planter, with 
dear-bought experience before him, would be so fool-hardy as to persist in 
a course fraught with such baneful consequences to himself, It has, 
however, become necessary that some investigation into the causes which 
are thus effecting the ruin of the colony be forthwith entered into, and for 
this we seriously advise that a commission be appointed, and should 
emigration be really found to proceed from summary ejectment, that means 
should be promptly devised to put down the abominable system.” 
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SLAVE TRADE AT GALLINAS, 


To the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter. 

Sir,—The late destruction of the slave barracones in the river 
Gallinas has occasioned an extraordinary sensation in various quarters; 
and has procured for the Hon. Commander Denman, through whom it 
was achieved, the reputation of being a skilful diplomatist and an able 
officer. I pass no opinion on the merits of the transaction viewed as a 
question of christian morals or of international law, when I express my 
a in the fact that nearly a thousand human beings have been 

elivered from a state of horrible captivity, without the loss of a single 
life, either on the part of the natives, or on that of her Majesty’s seamen, 
Having said thus much, permit me to draw attention to one or two con- 
siderations, tending to show that the influence of this transaction, as a 
rmanent blow to the slave-trade, will be neither so extensive nor so 

ing as may, in the eagerness of triumph, be anticipated. 

1. The destruction of the barracones in the Gallinas will, no doubt, for 
some time, check slave trading in that river, asthe blockade had previously 
done. But, let the blockade be raised, and, in a few months, the shi 
ment of human beings from that quarter will be as active as ever. Th 
Chiefs in that river might well second the exertions of Commander 
Denman, when the booty to be obtained thereby was so immense! 
Knowing, however, the nature of the cargoes usually shipped and em- 
86 gen in the slave-trade (they consist in gee part of rum, gunpowder, 
and fire-arms), I fear that great additional demoralization of the natives 
will take place as the consequence. 

2. The check which the slave-trade has received at Gallinas must have 
the effect of increasing it elsewhere. When the Havana slave-traders 
found that river closed to them by the vigilance of Commander Denman, 
they resorted, no doubt, to other parts of Africa, where less vigilance was 
or could be exercised, or where the suppression of the nefarious traffic is 
necessarily limited to the ordinary means set forth in our treaties with 
foreign powers. Whilst the demand for slaves in the Spanish colonies 
and Brazil is so great as at present, and the profit attending their sale is so 
enormous, to drive it from one quarter is merely to ensure its appearance 
in another. ‘‘ To repress the foreign slave-trade by a marine ,” said 
Lord John Russell, in his celebrated letter to the Lords of T 
recommending the expedition to the Niger, ‘‘ would scarcely be possible, if 
the whole British navy could be employed for that purpose. It is an evil 
which can never be adequately encountered by any system of mere pro- 
hibition and penalties.” 

3. The treaty for the suppression of the slave-trade at Gallinas, made 
between the Chiefs of that river and Commander Denman, contains no 
guarantee that it will be faithfully kept. Obtained by the presence of a 
naval force, and concurred in to secure the plunder of the slave factories, 
it will be abandoned when the opportunity is afforded, or when the 
necessities of the Chiefs may seem to require it. From the character of 
the Chiefs as displayed in the a I fear, if kept at all, it will 
have to be enforced by the guns of her Majesty’s cruizers. Besides, the 
treaty is defective. It merely. binds King Siacca ‘that no white men 
shall ever for the future settle in his country for the purpose of slave 
dealing.” Coloured and black men may, therefore, carry it on, even under 
the direction of white men, without an infraction of the A 

4, But, supposing it should turn out otherwise, that the treaty should 

rove bond fide, and that King Siacca, and the subordinate chiefs at Gal- 


inas should direct their attention to the cultivation of the soil and the pro- | 
secution of legitimate commerce, a question of immense importance to the . 


interests of humanity, and to the future civilization of Africa, imme- 
diately arises, viz.—that of the consolidation and extension of ae in 
Africa. It is deeply to be lamented, that so intelligent a man as Com- 
mander Denman should have let slip an a ope of impressing upon 
the minds of the chiefs, that port ig of this country look upon slavery, 
no less than the slave-trade, with the utmost abhorrence; that they con- 
sider it contrary to every principle of justice and humanity, and necessary 
everywhere to be abolished; and, finally, that their interests would be 
more advanced by making those subject to their power freemen, than by 
continuing to hold them as slaves. Instead of this, however, the t 
officer “ took the op ity of showing them the broad distinction be- 
tween the resident and permanent servants of the soil—under the constant 
care of their masters, from generation to generation, until the advance of 
civilization should reduce their bondage to a mere name—and the enor- 
mous practice of kipnapping their fellow-creatures, and consigning 
them to the horrors of foreign slavery.” ‘This is nothing less than a 
direct sanction of slavery itself, while condemning the slave-trade. I 
cannot but anticipate that, if such doctrines as these are instilled into the 
minds of the native chiefs, we shall have to deplore, that, in seeking to 
destroy one evil, we have sggravated another not less fearful. Predial 
slavery in Africa will ultimately give rise to an internal slave-trade, to 
supply its victims, far more extensive, and not less atrocious, than that 
which it may supersede. How much better would it have been for Com- 
mander Denman to have addressed the chiefs as lords of the soil, rather than 
as lords of the persons of their subjects, and to have instructed them as to 
the best means of deriving a legitimate revenue from that source! Had 
he recommened to them the hiring out their lands tothe people as 
free cultivators, for a rental in the shape of a proportion of the produce, 
or for payment in any other mode the custom of the country and the 
means of the people might allow, he would have comferred an immense 
boon upon all parties concerned. : 
Earnestly trusting this important subject will not be lost sight of, 
I am, Sir, yours, respectfully, 
Joun Scope. 





SLavERY In GuaDALouPE.—The Constitutionel states, that, on 
the 3rd of November last, a negro was brought before the tribunals of 
Pointe-a-Pitre, at Guadaloupe, whose body had been dreadfully lacerated 
by fi ging, and who had an iron ring fastened to his neck, weighing nine 
conde e was sent to the hospital, and a judicial inquiry was imme. 
diately instituted by the examining magistrate ; but the prosecution wag 
stopped by the Procureur-General, on pretext that the owner of the slave 

not exceeded the legal limit of twenty-nine blows of the whip. In 
order to remove the iron ring from the neck of the slave, it was found 
necessary to place his head upon an anvil, and for a smith to employ his 
hammer the iron. The affair has been referred to the minister of 
marine and the colonies. 
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FELLOWSHIP WITH SLAVE-HOLDERS. 


Ara meeting of the Independent Church, Queen Street 
Leeds, under the pastoral care of the Rey. T. Scales, held on Fria ‘ 
February 5th, 1841, 

_ Jt was unanimously Resolved,— 

That this church learns with the deepest regret, that the existence and 
evils of slavery in the United States of America are upheld by a large 
body of the inisties and churches of that land; and that the sanction 
they give forms one of the principal hinderances to the abolition of a 
system of wrong and outrage, which is opposed to the law of God, the 
religion of Christ, and the natural rights and best interests of a consi- 
dereble portion of the human race. 

That this church, having had its attention directed to the subject, feels 
jt an incumbent duty to declare, as its decided judgment, that all 
ministers and churches implicated in the maintenance of slavery, acting 
so as to involve or retain their fellow-men in bondage, or giving their 
sanction to those who do this, and admitting them to their fellows ip, are 
chargeable with grievous sin against God, the common parent of mankind, 
and the impartial and righteous Judge and Governor of the world ; and, 

.g0 violate the spirit and law of Christianity, as to sever the bonds of 
brotherhood, which should associate them with the visible church of 
Christ on earth. 

That this church, therefore, with regret and reluctance, yet from an 
‘imperative sense of duty, determines and declares that it cannot have 
christian fellowship with any of the religious communities of the United 
States, or any other part of the world, which retain and countenance this 
enormous evil; and, though anxious to reciprocate all friendly offices and 
privileges with fellow-christians of every name, and especially with those 
of the same order, holds itself pledged henceforward, from a regard to 
the authority of Christ and the honour of religion, to the dictates of 
humanity and of sympathy with the oppressed, as well as for the convic- 
tion and reformation of the oppressors, to refuse the services of all 
ministers, and to refrain from communion at the Lord’s Table with all 
members of churches, claiming, holding, or sanctioning the claim tohold, 
their fellow-men as property, and in a state of bondage. 

At ameeting of the Baptist Church in Eagle Street, London, held 
on the 5th of March, 1841], the following resolutions were unanimously 

ted :— 

1. That, in the opinion of this Church, slave-holding is a crime of the 
first magnitude, equally opposed to the dictates of humanity, justice, and 
christianity ; that it exists in America under the greatest aggravations, 
flourishing as it does in a professedly free country, and cultivated within 
the very precincts of the christian church, and that like every other sin 
it should be visited with church discipline, and subject those he practise 
it to exclusion. 

2. That, as we recommend this course to our sister churches in Ame- 
rica, so we are ag wg to act upon it ourselves, by refusing our commu- 
nion to those who hold Property in slaves. 

(Signed) R. W.Oversury, Pastor. 

The church of Christ of the Particular Baptist Denomination, 
meeting for divine worship at Clare, Suffolk, to the committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 

Dear brethren in the common cause of freedom.—A printed copy of the 
four resolutions d at your meeting held in London, June 12—23, 
1840, and signed Thomas Clarkson, president, having been received, was 
this day laid before us, tv which we cheerfully and unanimously respond, 
by expressing our cordial approbation of the same. We are determined 
as a christian church, not to hold any communion or fellowship in the 
name of our Lord, with any who continue in the horrid sin of slavery, or 
who in any way hold in slavery any of the human poasag of whatever 
tribe, colour, or kingdom they may be, and thus enter our decided protest 
against slavery in all its forms and bearings. 

We have not language sufficiently strong to express our abhorrence of 
the conduct of those in the western world baad “39 who are members of 
societies called christian churches, and who are notoriously guilty of hold- 
ing their fellow-men, and fellow members too, in slavery ; and thus, in our 
view, resemble children of darkness, while they profess to be children of 
light. From such we must decidedly and heartily withdraw, and refuse to 
gf tang them as christians, so long as they are stained with the guilt 
of slavery. 

Read and unanimously approved at our church meeting, March 14th, 
1841, and signed in the name and on the behalf of the whole church. 

Lot Crow, 

G. Perry, 
Cuar.es Hate, 
Wurm Ince, 

Ar a recent pores, of the Baptist Church, Chipping Norton, 
Oxon, under the pastoral care of theRev. G. Stonehouse, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted :— 

** The church, having taken into their consideration the fact, that, 
in various parts of the world, and especially in the United States of Ame- 
rica, there are those who profess to be christians, and who are yet holding 
their fellow-creatures, and in many cases their fellow-christians in bondage, 
and being convinced that such conduct is not only in the highest degree 
sinful in the sight of God, but productive of numberless and nameless 
social evils, hereby resolve that, as it is their duty, so henceforth it is 
their solemn determination to refuse to receive to communion with them 


Wim Reynotps, 


tate Deacons. 


. at the Lord’s table any person known to be the holder of a slave in any 


part of the world.” astieg 


fi =~. 
At.4 meeting of the Baptist Church, Road/ Northamptonshire, 
January 24th, 184 » was sei the following resolation, <a 
‘That this church, pole slavery to be a violation of human 
Tights, and a sin against God, determine to hold no fellowship with those, 
practically, or otherwise encourage such a cruel system. 
At a meeting of the Baptist seve rg nee 
Ata of the ist co tion, at Rav orp, 
Northamptonshire, Feb. 5th, edt » was passed the following soiree! rapid 
_ That we as a christian church, disapprove of slavery in every form ; 
= edge ourselves, at to hold any sort of fellowship sag those 
eget papcngebite. we believe to be contrary to the princi- 
ples of justice, and to the spirit and precepts of christianity. 
oy W. Goopricn, Pastor. . 





Ata meeting of the Baptist Church, Weston, Northampton- 
shire, Jan. 11th, 1841, was cong the following resolution : viz.— ie 
That, as slavery in every is contrary to humanity and the laws of 
Christ, we will not hold fellowship with any who are advocates, abettors 
or practisers of it. 
.  W. Writs, Pastor. 
At a meeting of the church of Jesus Christ, worshipping in 
Shakspere’s Walk Chapel, Shadwell, London, Feb. 24th, 1841, was passed 
the following resolution, viz.— 
That we hold modern slavery to be opposed to the principles of justice, 
and the spirit and precepts of the gospel, and learning that there are many 
rofessing christians in different parts of the world, and especially in the 
nited States of America, who are guilty of holding their fellow creatures, 
and even their fellow christians in bondage ; we feel it to be our solemn 
duty to refuse communion at the Lord’s ‘lable, to all persons known to 
be slave-holders, as those who are not entitled to the privileges of chris- 
tian fellowship, until they repent of this sin against God. 
: T. Moore, Pastor. 
Ata meeting of the Baptist Church, Burford Oxon, held, 
March 7th, 1841. It was unanimously resolved—That, viewing slave- 
holding as a sin of great enormity, considerably aggravated by the increas- 
ing light that has recently been thrown on the subject, we cannot know- 
ingly hold communion with any person who is a slave-holder. 
(Signed ) Samvet Jones, Pastor. 
At ameeting of the Baptist Church, Tewksbury, Gloucester- 
shire, held March 24th, 1841, it was unanimously resolved—That this 
meeting considers slavery a sin against God, which is awfully enormous 
when committed by professing christians, and therefore solemnly and de- 
liberately determines not to commune with any person at the Lord’s Table 
who is known to hold slaves. 
Sey wee Jessee Hewett, Pastor, 
At a meeting of the Baptist Church, Colne, Lancashire, held 
March 25th, 1841, it was unanimously resolved,—That this christian 
church cordially adopts the sentiment distinctly expressed in the third re- 
solution attached to the circular of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery 
Society, dated October 10th, 1840, in reference to the incompatability 
of slave-holding with a credible profession of christianity. 
(Signed) Tromas Lonspate, Chairman. 
Lymington, Hants, March 10th, 1841. 
Sir,—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of the circular issued by your 
committee. I have to assure you that the church of which I am the 
pastor is fully alive to the importance of the subject to which it refers, 
and heartily accord, with the resolutions adopted by the convention in June 
Jast. I have to inform you that they have adopted a resolution, declarative 
of their determination to withhold christian fellowship from all who are 
implicated in the enormous guilt of holding their fellow-creatures in 
slavery. I remain, &c, 
J. Mrzrarp, 
J. H. Tredgold, Esq. Pastor of the Baptist Church, Lymington. 
.* Beverley, March 15th,1841. 
Dear Sir,—In compliance with the request of the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, I brought the subject of the 
resolution passed at the General Anti-slavery Convention, in June last, 
before the Baptist church here of which I am pastor ; when, I am happy 
to inform you, it was unanimously resolved by us, not only to bear our 
emphatic testimony against the crime of slavery, but never to receive to 
our communion those by whom it is perpetrated, or who would even 
advocate the abominable principle. Iam, &c. 


J. H. Tredgold, Esq. Rosert JOHNSTON. 





THE following is the correspondence which has taken place 
between the secretary of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society 
and Lord Melbourne :— 

My Lorp,—By the direction of the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-slavery Society, I am requested to inform your lordship 
that, the committee having understood that her Majesty’s government 
have some plan under consideration for lowering the duties on the staple 
productions of the British colonies, and for admitting the produce of 
slave as well as free Jabour into the British market, and conceiving that 
the adoption of any such measure would greatly support the existence of 
slavery in many parts of the world, and give a fearful impetus to the 
slave-trade, a deputation has been appointed for the purpose of present- 
ing a memorial to your lordship, embodying the views of the committee 
on this subject. 

I am instructed respectfully to solicit the favour of an audience for the 
deputation appointed to seek an interview with your lordship on this 
important question, and beg to be informed when it may be agreeable 
and convenient to your lordship to receive them. 

I have the honour, &c. &c. 

(Signed) J. H. Trepeotp, Secretary. 

Right Hon. Lord Melbourne. ' 
REPLY. 

Downing Street, April 1st, 1841. 
Srr—I am desired by Viscount Melbourne to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 29th ult., and to acquaint you that he will be happy 
to see the deputation from the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society 
here, at three o’clock to-morrow. I have the honour, &c. &c. 

(Signed) C. Howarp. 
J. H. Tredgold, Esq. 





LIST OF CONTRIBUTIONS. 
The following contributions have been received during the past month :— 
Honorable Chief Justice Reddie, St. Lucia, per Sir £. 8 
George Stephen... ‘ 3 ee . don, 5.0 
Southwark Ladies’ Auxiliary . . . .« + » 5 0 
B. Weeewoo tammy Mil. gk ws ce #, yy 20.0 
A Friend, per B.R. Haydon. ee ee ees 5 0 es ae. 
W. H. Ashurst, 137, Cheapside . pbk oe Me kD 
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